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Synopsis

For almost four decades, Made Simple books have set the standard for continuing education and
home study. In answer to the changing needsof today’s marketplace, the Made Simple series for
the '90s presents a thoroughly up-to-the-minute portfolio of skills, information, and experience, with
revised and updated editions of bestselling titles, plus a whole range of new subjects from personal

finance to office management to desktop publishing.B & W illustrations throughout
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Customer Reviews

One of the problems with reading philosophy is that no matter what you're reading you're always
expected to know everything that came before it. For those of us to which philosophy is not a
vocation but an avocation, reading the entire canon from Plato through the 21st century just isn’t
feasible. When you're reading Marx and he starts talking about Hegel, for example, who has time to
go back and read everything by Hegel just to figure out what Marx is talking about? That's why you
need a good cheat sheet, which is what this book provides. The second function of a book like this
is that by providing a general overview of the history of philosophy, it gives one the opportunity to
select the philosophers and schools of thought that interest them, so one can pursue these areas
through further study. This book is also quite successful on that score. It not only allows you to pick
and choose those thinkers who pique your interest, it also generates a genuine enthusiasm for the
study of philosophy. | walked away from this book with a list of at least a dozen specific works that |

look forward to reading.l have tried other surveys on philosophy, some too deep (Coppleston’s



nine-volume A History of Philosophy), some too shallow (Will Durant’s The Story of Philosophy).
Philosophy Made Simple is the Baby Bear of this genre--not too hot, not too cold, just right. It does
an admirable job of taking extremely complex theoretical subject matter and explaining it in
language suitable for about a college undergrad reading level. | never felt like the writing was too
tediously textbooky, nor did | feel like it had been dumbed down for me, A la Philosophy for Idiots.
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